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NEW TEACHER EVENING 
 

On Thursday, October 24th the WQTA held our 7th annual New Teachers’ Evening 
at the Philemon Wright Library. It was another successful evening with 47 teachers 
in attendance, including new teachers, Delegates, Executive members, and even 
some teachers who wanted a refresher on the topics covered. Each attendee 
received a welcome bag when they arrived, which included pamphlets and 
booklets, a pen, a WQTA toque and a QPAT t-shirt. Supper was served at 4:30pm 
while everyone was arriving and settling in. The information session started at 5pm. The Executive members spoke 
on topics such as Job Security and the Priority of Employment list; Salaries; Sick Leave, Personal Leave and 
Maternity/Paternity Leaves; Workloads and IEPs; PIC and Value Added; the QPAT Convention and the role of the 
union in general. The night allowed for a Q&A session and provided excellent feedback from the membership 
regarding the topics that are most important to a “New Teacher” in the WQSB. The evening ended with door prizes 
and special gifts for all of the attendees. The WQTA would like to thank the volunteers who came to help set up and 
run the event.  
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QPAT TEACHER CONVENTION 

 

  

 
The QPAT annual convention was held at the Place Bonaventure in November.  There was an air of anticipation for 
this event with the new venue and the confirmation of the keynote speakers, in addition to the updated workshops 
available.  Feedback this year has been very positive and we hope to build on that momentum next year. 

 
 
Over 80 workshops were available during the regular convention and the 
pre-convention (starting Thursday morning) continues to attract the 
members.  Our QPAT convention is truly teachers for teachers.  The WQTA 
thanks Christine Bacon, Brennan McCambley and Kathlene Vibert for 
presenting this year.  Just a reminder that there will be a call for workshops 
coming out, so if you or another colleague have an interesting idea that you 
would be willing to share, why not put your name in to present a workshop?   
 
Mr. Stuart Bowyer presented a workshop on behalf of Starling Minds.  This 
was an overview of Mental Health and How Teachers’ Can Improve their 
Mental Fitness.  Starling Minds is an online self help support for QPAT 
teachers.   
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Peter Mansbridge gave a riveting review of his incredible journey 
through the eyes of a reporter.  Many interesting thoughts and 
memories were shared.  Mr. Mansbridge was kind enough to attend 
one of the workshops as well and to meet with the members.   
 
Alexandre Trudeau was the keynote speaker on Friday morning and 
he presented his journeys through the camera lens.  He did not 
disappoint the members who attended.   
 
 
 
 

 
On Friday evening a social event was held and the WQTA was fortunate 
enough to have a member from the Hull Adult Education Centre win a door 
prize.  Congratulations to Darren Hataley and we hope he enjoys the two 
tickets to a Montreal Canadiens hockey game.  
 
QPAT convention provides a unique opportunity to meet colleagues from 
around the Province. 
 
Many thanks to those who attended and continue to support OUR 
convention. 
 
Mark the date for next year now!  OCTOBER 15 and 16, 2020 
 

 
 

COUP DE COEUR AWARD 
 
 

The Council of Commissioners, presented 
the health care team of teachers, Kim Greene, Heidi 
Hall and Susanne Poirier with the “Coup de cœur” 
award on behalf of Education International. This 
award recognizes and celebrates successful projects 
abroad that have made a difference in the lives of 
our students and others internationally. Last May, 
PCEC teachers and a group of students embarked 
on a humanitarian mission to Ocoa, Dominican 
Republic. They raised money to go there and bring 
aid with them in the form of medical supplies and 
help with clinics in struggling communities. It was 
an invaluable and humbling experience for our 
students and teachers, and no doubt, a huge 
benefit to the people of Ocoa.  

 

 


